RESOLUTION NO. 2020-8 OF THE LA PORTE COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR OF
INDIANA TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE RELIEF TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENT TO PERMIT US TO BEST SERVE OUR
CONSTITUENTS DURING THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, on March 6, 2020, the Governor of Indiana declared a public
health emergency for Coronavirus Disease Outbreak (COVID-19) pursuant to
I.C. 10-14-3-12; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President declared a national emergency
for the same, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to I.C. 10-14-3-12 (d) (1), the Governor has the
authority to: (1) suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescribing
the procedures for conduct of state business, or the orders, rules, or
regulations of any state agency if strict compliance with any of these
provisions would in any way prevent, hinder or delay necessary action in
coping with the emergency; and

WHEREAS, the Governor’s executive order 20-04 issued on March 16, 2020
meant the immediate closure of bars, restaurants, other hospitality and
entertainment venues throughout the State of Indiana thereby idling hundreds
of thousands of Hoosiers, with hundreds already affected in La Porte County
with the number of unemployed expected to climb into the thousands by this
weekend, and

WHEREAS, La Porte County’s judges have already acted to mitigate the
effect of such layoffs by suspending any eviction hearings or debt collection
proceedings, and

WHEREAS, food banks and food pantries are already being overrun with
new demand, and

WHEREAS, the undersigned are concerned about food stocks and medicines
being timely delivered to the elderly and shut ins, and
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WHEREAS, state leaders have preserved a $2 billion surplus for a rainy day
fund when Hoosiers would most need help and assistance in coping with an
emergency,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LA PORTE COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS THAT WE CALL ON THE GOVERNOR
TO EXERCISE THE AUTHORITY GRANTED HIM UNDER INDIANA
LAW TO DO THE FOLLOWING:

1. Immediately convene an emergency meeting of the State Budget
Committee to authorize a five hundred ($500,000,000.00) stimulus package
be directed to cash-strapped cities, towns and counties throughout Indiana to
assist with emergency needs whether they be supplies, personnel or direct
assistance to local nonprofits including churches, Meals on Wheels,
community mental health centers or other entities called on to assist during
the emergency.

2. Immediately direct the Department of Local Government and Finance
(DLGF) to loosen regulations for local entities’ spending on emergency
matters by allowing such entities to tap surpluses that may exist in a given
account or fund such to pay for emergency assistance.

3. Provide an immediate cash infusion to Indiana Work Force Development
to staff up intake workers for unemployment compensation claims and loosen

regulations regarding waiting times for benefits and assistance.

All of which is resolved this 18" day of March, 2020
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
LAP COUNTY, INDIANA
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